
Application form: 
RTA Community Planning Program and 

CMAP Local Technical Assistance Program 

DEADLINE: Noon on Thursday, June 29, 2017 

This application form is online at www.rtachicago.org/applications.  You may submit the form by email 
to applications@rtachicago.org.     
Upon receipt of application, you will receive an e-mail verifying that your application has been received.   

1. Name of Applicant

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. Main Contact for Application

Name: 

Title: 

Phone number: 

Email: 

3. Type of Applicant (please check any that apply)

____ Local government 

____ Multijurisdictional group* Please list the members of the group (including  
government and nongovernmental organizations): 
__________________________________________ 
__________________________________________ 
__________________________________________ 

____ Nongovernmental organization* Name of local government partner(s): 
__________________________________________ 
__________________________________________ 
__________________________________________ 

*Applications submitted by multijurisdictional groups and nongovernmental organizations must include
a letter indicating support from each relevant local government.  See the FAQs for more information.

http://www.rtachicago.org/applications
mailto:applications@rtachicago.org


Nongovernmental applicants are strongly encouraged to contact CMAP or the RTA prior to submitting 
their application to discuss their project and the demonstration of local support. 

4. Project Type (please check any that apply)

Please check all statements below that describe characteristics of your project. 

____ My project involves preparation of a plan. 
____ My project involves updating an already existing plan.  
____ My project helps to implement a past plan. 
____ My project links land use, transportation, and housing. 
____ My project has direct relevance to public transit and supports the use of the existing transit 

system. 
____ My project is not directly related to transportation or land use, but implements GO TO 2040 in 

other ways. 

5. Local Match Requirement (please initial to indicate you are aware of the local match requirements)
I am aware that a local match will be required for most projects, and understand that if my project is
selected it is up to the project applicant to contribute a local match. (See the program guide for further
details on local match requirements.)

____ Yes, I understand that applicants will be required to contribute a local match. 

6. Project Location
Please provide a brief description of the location of your project.  You may attach a map if that helps to
describe location, but this is not required.  If your project helps to implement a past plan, please include
a link to that plan.

7. Project Description
Please tell us what you would like to do in your community, and what assistance is needed.  If you have
more than one idea, please submit a separate application for each project.  Please be specific, but also
brief (attach separate page as needed but less than two pages per project idea)—we simply want to
have a basic understanding of what you want to do. For plan updates please tell us how you will be
building upon (or replacing) the previous work. Program staff will follow-up with you if we need any
additional information to fully understand your proposed project.

8. Previous Plan Implementation Efforts
Please describe actions you have taken to implement previous plans in your community – whether your
efforts were successful or not – to achieve infrastructure improvements, development investment,
policy changes, advocacy, volunteer involvement, or other actions. If you do not have experience
implementing previous planning work, please describe what you will do to make sure that your plan is
implemented. Illustrating a commitment to implement plan recommendations is very important to both
agencies as we consider new planning projects.

9. Additional Strategic Partnerships
Please list any additional partners you may want to include in this planning project.  Please specify if you
have made contact with them in advance of submitting this application.



 (Please include any additional information that is relevant, preferably by providing links to online 
documents.) 


	1 Name of Applicant: City of Aurora
	government and nongovernmental organizations 1: 
	government and nongovernmental organizations 2: 
	government and nongovernmental organizations 3: 
	Name of local government partners 1: 
	Name of local government partners 2: 
	Name of local government partners 3: 
	Name: Stephane Phifer
	Title: Planning and Zoning Director
	Email: sphifer@aurora-il.org
	Phone Number: 630-256-3080
	Project Location: Aurora is the second largest city in the State of Illinois with approximately 200,000 residents and the plan would have city wide implementation. 
Comprehensive Land Use and Circulation Plan (https://www.aurora-il.org/DocumentCenter/Home/View/2852); 
Physical Development Policies (https://www.aurora-il.org/DocumentCenter/Home/View/2853); Aurora's Comprehensive Plans – Webpage (https://www.aurora-il.org/1746/Comprehensive-Plans)
	Project Description: The City of Aurora is seeking CMAP’s assistance in developing a Comprehensive Plan for the City of Aurora.   

In 1984 the City approved a Comprehensive Land Use and Circulation Plan (https://www.aurora-il.org/DocumentCenter/Home/View/2852) for Aurora’s planning area and a set of Physical Development Policies (https://www.aurora-il.org/DocumentCenter/Home/View/2853) to guide what was to be an unprecedented 143% growth in the community going from a population of 81,293 in 1980 to a population of over 197,899 in 2010, and in size from 27.959 square miles to over 46 square miles.   This minimalist approach to comprehensive planning for the community was done due to a lack of consensus on a more in depth planning document.   Growth in the community in that time has been guided “in an orderly and structured manner” (Sec. 11.0 of the Physical Development Policies) however, that was due more to the leadership and foresight of the large scale developers, city staff, and the City Council than to the strength of the plan.  

In recent years the City, more out of necessity than not, has taken an a’la carte approach to long range planning.  Several “chapters” have been adopted which can one day be incorporated into an all-inclusive Comprehensive Plan for the City.  Those topic-area plans can be found on Aurora's Comprehensive Plans – Webpage (https://www.aurora-il.org/1746/Comprehensive-Plans), and include a Sustainability Plan, Countryside Vision Plan, Riverfront Vision Plan, RiverEdge Park Master Plan, Bicycle and Pedestrian Plan, Historic District and Landmark Guidelines, Homes for a Changing Region Plan, several Downtown/Riverwalk Plans, and several Aurora Neighborhood Planning Initiative (ANPI) Neighborhood Plans.  

Now that the City has reached its boarders the growth and development of the community has shifted from fairly simple greenfield development to much more complex redevelopment.   The guidance provided by our current comprehensive plan documents do not provide adequate policy direction to enable balanced, cohesive, and consistent development decisions.  

Developing an all-inclusive Comprehensive Plan for a city as large and diverse as Aurora is a monumental task.  The strategy is to look at the City Ward by Ward and develop neighborhood plans for each, similar to the ANPI process referenced above.  Each plan would address land use, transportation, quality of life, and economic development. Once all the Ward plans are complete they would be combined, along with the other “chapters” referenced above, to create a true Comprehensive Plan for the City of Aurora.  The experience of working with CMAP on the updated Downtown Master Plan highlighted the many benefits of gaining a regional perspective, which comes from a partnership with CMAP. Therefore, the City is requesting assistance from CMAP to be part of a four party approach to creating this comprehensive vision.  The four parties being City Staff, Invest Aurora, CMAP and a yet to be determined private consultant.  The large amount of data gathering, public input, diverse outreach, mapping, and design work necessitates that a private consultant be brought on to the project.  The City has plans to contract with a private consultant for these services however, having CMAP as part of the team would add regional expertise, perspective and experience to the process which will make for a better overall plan for the City of Aurora.
	Implementation Efforts: The City of Aurora has been very successful in developing long range plans and using those plans to leverage grants, capital improvements, and private investment to implement them.  Examples of plan implementation include: The Countryside Vision Plan (https://www.aurora-il.org/DocumentCenter/Home/View/2858), which was adopted in 2002 for the City’s far west side and proposed developments centered on green infrastructure and open space. Three private developers implemented the plan, creating unique housing opportunities in Aurora.  In 2007, a revised Riverwalk Master Plan (https://www.aurora-il.org/DocumentCenter/Home/View/3087) and the RiverEdge Park Master Plan (https://www.aurora-il.org/documentcenter/view/1241) were adopted by the City Council. Among the proposals was a new park and public gathering place along the Fox River north of downtown; the first phase of the plan, the Music Garden and John C. Dunham Pavilion, was completed with state, local, and private funding; and the second phase, the River Crossing, is scheduled for construction with CMAQ and local funds and a potential for additional private fundraising.  The Station Boulevard TOD Plan (https://www.aurora-il.org/DocumentCenter/Home/View/3088) was adopted in 2006; the plan proposed a new transit oriented development south of the Route 59 Metra Station; three private developers and the City worked co-operatively to implement the plan, including a new minor collector roadway, station improvements, 513 townhomes and 877 mid-rise apartment units.  The Bicycle and Pedestrian Plan (https://www.aurora-il.org/DocumentCenter/Home/View/2864) was adopted in 2009; the plan established comprehensive bikeway and trail network plan and identified needed system improvements; the City has allocated annual funding to complete the listed system improvements, including the closing of the Fox River Trail “Gap” in downtown which was completed in 2016 with the award winning “Green Mile” protected bike lane project (Beacon News Article (http://www.chicagotribune.com/suburbs/aurora-beacon-news/news/ct-abn-aurora-bike-award-st-1002-20160929-story.html)).  
	Partnerships: Invest Aurora
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